Myelopathy with severe structural derangement associated with combined modality therapy.
Myelopathy is a known complication of radiation therapy, but its association with chemotherapy has been less well documented. The authors report the case of a 12-year-old boy with medulloblastoma who had been followed for an 8 1/2-year period. In the context of accepted doses of intrathecal methotrexate and spinal irradiation, he developed an extensive myelopathy. At postmortem he was found to have profound fibrosis of the leptomeninges and necrosis with structural derangement of the spinal cord. It is speculated that these findings are secondary to a combination of radiation acting in synergism with methotrexate. The pertinent literature relating to myelopathy associated with radiation and chemotherapy is reviewed.